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LET T ER 


FROM TL-HN 


STATES GENERAL 
Of the United. Provinces, 
To His Moſt Chriſtian 


M A IESTY. 


Great S I R>, 


_ Sr Py 


, Aving refleed on the extraor- 
; dinary Kindnefles, which the 
Kings your Majeſties Prede- 
ceſſors, have at all times ex- 
0 preſt tor theſe States ., we can 
Tie 40) hardly credit the Reports 
1: which are ſpreadabroad, That 
z314- they are become the obj ects 
Pl of thoſe powerful. "Boner 

——— ons of. War, now made by-you 

it your Kingdom: And yet the Intelligence we receive 
{rom ail pats, and the diſcourſes, which as we are inform- 
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ed, your Miniſters have delivered in the Courts of thoſe 
Kings and Princes where they are Reſidene , inftnuating, 
that they are made only againſt us: We have been de- 


firous with the greateſt (cratiny in the world to examine, 


W hether in our Actions and Conduct, there may have 
been any thing which might induce your Majeſty to turn 
that Friendſhip, wherewith you have hithe:to honoured 
us, into averſion, And having not found any thing 
thetein , whereof we might be conſcious to our (elves, 
aor any thing intimated to us by your Majz{ty, we could 
not be perſwaded , that the Juſtice which regulites the 
Actions of your Government , could permit you to im- 
ploy your Arms againſt your moſt Ancient and moſt 
Faithjul Allies, without any previous communication of 
the diſguſts, whereof you might defire the Redreſs, And 
indeed, ſo far was it from our intention to give your Ma- 
jeſty occaſion of any, orbeing any way whatſoever defi- 
cient in the obſervance of the Treaty at Parz , in the 


year, 1662, that we think we have moſt punRually and 
moſt ccllglonly obſer. vol ic. tyay » WE ſhall make it our 


buſineſs immediately to redreſs the diſobſervances and 
contraventions, which might any wayes happen through 
Inadyertency, True itis, may it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
* that fore ſome time ſince, there has been ſome diſagree= 


ment about Navigation and Commerce z but it has been 


extremely to our regret , who have done all that could 
be lawfully defired of us, to prevent and take off the 


to do, not only in thar reſpect, bur alſo in whatever may 
afſure your Majeſty of the pertect Inclination we have, 


to render you the Honout and Compliance which is as 


much dueto your Perſon , as 


me wan wed cans — — — — 


to the Eminency of your 
Dignity 


-— -—-—v 4 ——_— Al dy * wor nas —— 


difficulties which have occaſioned any trouble or incon- 
venience in both thoſe concerns; As we ſhall yet be ready 


a 


(.5.% 
Dignity, to give you all the ſatisfation, which you may 
in reaſon pretend to, from your beſt and moſt affectionate 
Allies , to re-eftabliſh Commerce and Navioation in the- 
ſame poſture it was inat the time of the laſt Treaty, and 
to promote your intereſts with the greateſt affe&tion we 
could , ſo as not to prejudice the obligation we have to 
our other Allies, Moreover, Sir, we-do not conceive our 
ſelves oblig'd to juſtifie the Military prepatariois, we 
make by Seaand Land , conſidering the Inteil|igence we 
daily receive ; but would gladiy have your Majeſty 
aſſured, that we do it notwith adeſizn to injure any, 
but by an inevitable neceffity,and the Indifpentable obli- 
oation which lies upon us, to piotedt our State and Sub- 
jets - And that we (hould beglad to lay down our Arms, 
as ſoon as it ſhall pleaſe you to deliver us out of the diſs 
quiet, into which we are put by the preparations which 
ſeem to approach us on all {ides, and to aſſure ns, rhat we 
have no cauſe to tear yours, We order the Sieur de Groot, 


our Ambaſſador for that purpoſe, to defire a particular 


Audience vi your Mazeltsr < and eo <uiu Lal Su more 
Y Y 


 atlarge-on this Subje& , and to add hereto whatever may 


contribute to your aſſurance of the fincerity of our In- 
tentions, We ſhall not therefore enlarge this Letter 


any further, ſave only to pray God, &«c, 


From the Hague, December the 10, 1673: 
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Of His Moſt Chriſtian 


To the Precedent LeTTzR 
FROM THB 


STATES GENERAL. 


Moſt Dear, Great Friends, Allies , and 


Confederates, | 
EX .E have g:ven Auidence to the Sieur 
PEE de Gros! your Extreordinary Am: 
SAC | baſſador now with us,uvon what he. 


hath repreſented to us upon your 
behalf;and have received trom him 
theLetter of the 10th, of December 
laſt; which you had ordered him - 
WL to deliver us. Weare very much 
pleaſed to find therein the acknowledgement you make, 
of 12ving received, upon ſeveral occaſions, ſome expreſ- 
llons of the kindnefſes of the Kings our Predeceſſors : 
Zur we could have withed, that you had not forgotten” 
ts : what 
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what hath paſſed fince our coming to the Crown. The 


remembrance you ſhould have retained, of that, would 
have given you occaſion, without any-\{cruple, to have 
judged leſs tayourably then you do, of your demeanour 
towards us, You would have remembred , that you 
have not obſerved the Fidelity due to our ancient Al- 
liance ; and that we have not been wanting to give you 
very advantageous Aſliſtances when you ſtood in need of 


them, for the' maintenance and ſupport of your State, 


Nay poſſibly the Tanovations you have made in the buſt- 
neſs of Coramerce, ſince the Year 1662, would have * 


appeared to you much leſs innocent then you repreſent 


them; as to which we are wi'ling to refer our {elf,'to the 


- . ſentiment of thoſe, who are thetein teſs concerned rhen 


we are, --It-it be true, as you acknowledge, That Jus 
ſtice is the Rule of our Actions, and that youare ſully_ 
ſatisfied with the examination you have tmade of your 
own, you haveno occaſion to be diſquieted at our Milt- 


tary Preparations, . *Tis true, at our return from the laſt - 
Expeditivn YC madeo into 7 IJ. yd v 3 that the Intantty 


guarding our places in thoſe Parts, might be imployed 
about the Fortifications there, we augmented our Forces, 
to ſecure our Sub'eds from the Oppreſſton wherewith 
they were threatned, as well by the extraordin?ry Le- 
vies of Foot and Horſe which you had raiſed, and the - 
Fleet you had at Sea before our Coaſts ;, as by the earneſt. 
{olicitations which your Mifiiſtersmade'tnthe Courts of. 
moſt Princes, to induce them into Engagements againſt : 


_ our Crown, In which procedure, we have complyed_ 


with the Laws of Prudence,: and the protedtion we owe 
our People, Nay, we ſhall tell you, that we ſhill aug- 
ment our Preparations both by Sea and Land, and when 
they ſhall be in the poſture we have deſigned them, we 


ſha!l : 


\ $2.44 Om 
{hall make ſuch uſe of them, as we ſhill conceive ſuirab 


to our Dignity, whereof we are not obliged to give any 
man an aceompt $ promiſing our ſelf, that God will 
bleſs with ſucceſs, the juſt Reſolutions we ſhall take, and 
that they will be approved by all the Potentates who 
{hall not ſuffer themſelves to be prepoſleffed by the fini- 
ſter Impreſſions, which ſome have made it their buſinefs 
along time to infufe into them againſt us, > 
 Thisis the Anfwer we thought fit to make to your 
Letter, though it was not. {o much written particularly 
to us, as to excite againſt our Intereſts, thoſe Princes, 
in whoſe Courts it had been-divulged, before we could 
receive it, : 

Recommending you therefore, Moſt Dear, Great 
Friends, Allies, and Confederates, to Gods proteRti- 
On, &&*c, | Ts 

7 From $t, Germain en:Laye, 

*..:Jan, 6. 1672, 
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